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BIRTHDAYS  

Kathy Jordan  12/01  

Sandra Phillips 12/01  

Lisa Thomasson 12/02  

Kennedy Gillie 12/05 

Meritha Alderman 12/14 

Julie Parker  12/18 

Tristian Phillips 12/18 

Brad Worley  12/18 

Ethan Parker  12/22 

Ed Caviness  12/23 

 

  

  

  

 

          

Grace and peace in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 

The month of December in the church's life is often associated with Advent. Unless 
you are Lisa, then it's all about Christmas music…. Why do we spend the weeks be-
fore Christmas celebrating Advent? The word advent means “Coming.” Christians of 
earlier generations spoke of “the advent of our Lord” and of “His second advent. It is 
the beginning of the ecclesiastical year. It is a time to celebrate God coming into the 
world as the incarnate God of love made known to us in Jesus Christ. It is a season 
of anticipating the hope, peace, joy, and love of Christ as found not just in the infant 
child but also in the ongoing inbreaking of Christ in the world and the final hope 
when all things will find their completion in Christ or put another way when all will be 
“made right.” 

 

We live in this in-between space. Where we are anticipating what is and what is not 
yet, this repetition of déjà vu makes it hard to be present. We as a people would 
much rather look to the future with hope or return back to the way things used to be 
in the past.  We find it hard to live in the moment. Advent is filled with family obliga-
tions, church obligations, work parties, and finding the perfect Christmas gift for our 
family members. Sometimes, amid all that we have going on, we overlook the great-
est gift given to us by Jesus Christ and the greatest gift that we can give to others: 
our presence. Throughout Advent, we will explore the worry found in the scriptures, 
and the response found there within Emmanuel – “God is with us.”  

 

During this season, we are invited to be the gift of presence for our loved ones, our 
communities, and those who need it the most. I hope you will come to appreciate 
the worship services as we take a little bit of a different approach to this season of 
anticipation. My prayer is that we will experience the presence of God afresh in this 
season of Advent! 

 

As we prepare our hearts to receive the Christ Child this Advent, it is my hope that 
we might also prepare our hearts and lives to live into who God is calling us to be. 
May this Advent be a season of growth for us that Emmanuel will truly dwell within 
us. 

 

Blessings and peace, 

Pastor Tim 

BIRTHDAYS 

Joe Hardy  12/25 

Verda Leonard 12/27 

Jimmy Shields 12/27 

Bob Worley  12/29  



Giving Opportunities 

You can  give by scanning this    
QR code  with your smart phone.  

 

 

 
 
 

You can also give online             
through text.  

Text STLUKESGIVE to 73256,                
followed by your gift amount.  

 

Example: STLUKESGIVE$100 

 

 

ECHOS will meet on Tuesday,       
December 12th at 9:00 am in the    

fellowship hall. The menu is Breakfast 
casserole, ham biscuits, muffins,    

coffee, and juice. Cost is $6.  

Monthly dues are $1. 

You do not have to be “RETIRED”  
to be a member of ECHOS.  

ECHOS 

 

Adult Bible Study 

Wednesday mornings 

at 10:00 am 

Everyone is welcome!! 

December Rehearsal Schedule 

 3rd Pageant Rehearsal after Worship 

 6th Pageant Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal      
 7:15 pm 

13th Pageant Rehearsal/Choir Rehearsal      
 7:15 pm 

16th Pageant Rehearsal 11:00 am  
 (Children, Narrators, Choir) 

20th Choir Rehearsal TBD 

Please make plans to attend our Christ-
mas Pageant on December 17th at 
3:00pm. The Chancel Choir along with 
the children’s department will present 
“Ceremony of Candles”. A reception will 
follow in the fellowship hall.  

Heavenly Ringers 

We are looking for two more bell choir 
members starting the first of the year.    
If you’re interested, please see Terry. 

    December Volunteers   

  Nursery Volunteers      Children’s Church Volunteers 

   3rd    Leigh Haar               3rd   Leslie Christian 

 10th    Kathy Jordan                      10th     Vicky Aherron  

17th      Bev Nixon           17th     Debbie Fox  

24th     Teresa Gammon       24th    No Children’s Church  

31st     Debbie Fox        31st  Juli Odell   
              

      Worship Volunteers           Scripture Readers 

      Greeters:   Carl & Judy Taylor          5th   Rhonda Tucker 

      Bulletins:   Phyllis Fisher & Sissie Gillie    10th     Philip Winstead 

      Offering:    Janice England      19th    Courtney Eggleston 

      Communion:          24th   Lisa Thomasson 

       3rd  Egglestons & Pruitts      31st     Bill Cook     

     10th  Phyllis Fisher, Joy Kiczek, & Julie Parker 

     17th  Thomassons & Joan Shirley 

     24th   Winsteads & Ciera Barth                

2nd 10:00 am  UWF “Better Together” Christmas Brunch at Golden Leaf 

3rd 10:30 am  Worship Service “Being Present with Hope” with communion,     
 Heavenly Ringers performing   

3rd 3:00 pm “Festival of Carols” by DACAS at St. Luke’s 

10th 10:30 am Worship Service “Being Present with Peace” with communion 

10th 12:00 pm Birthday Party for Jesus and Caroling to our homebound and nursing 
 home members. Please note this is a church event and not just for children and 
 youth. We are in need of crockpots of soups to serve for lunch. There is a sign
 -up sheet on the lighthouse if you plan to attend and one for the soup. 

17th 10:30 Worship Service “Being Present with Joy” with communion. Poinsettias 
 go out to our homebound members after the worship service. 

17th 3:00 pm “Ceremony of Candles” with reception at St. Luke’s 

22nd 5:30 pm St. Luke’s night to work the gates at the Holiday Light Show  

24th 10:30 am Worship Service “Being Present with Love” with communion  

24th 8:00 pm Christmas Eve Service “Being Present with Light” with communion  

31st 10:30 am Worship Service “Being Present with Assurance” 



Circle Meetings 

Circle 3   4th    @ 6:00 pm    Fellowship Hall 

Circle 6   4th    @ 1:00 pm    Taylor home 

Circle 4  11th    @ 2:00 pm    Library 

Circle 3  19th    @ 6:00 pm    Aherron home 

Thank you so much to the Winsteads for hosting us at the cabin in November.     

We had a blast!!! 

Progressive Dinner 

December 15th  we will have our Christmas 
celebration with our Progressive Dinner. We 
will meet at church at 5:00 pm and take the 
bus to travel to different homes for different 
courses of dinner. Everyone should bring a 
gift ($10 or less) to play Dirty Santa at our 
last home. See Juli to sign up for dinner!! 

Youth Group and All God's Children meet on Sunday afternoons at 12pm.   

 December 3 - regular meeting  December 10 - Party & Caroling 

 December 17 - no meeting   December 24 - no meeting 

 December 31 - no meeting 

Mark your calendars for January 7th. We will be beginning confirmation class.        
Join us for a weekly study where we will explore what it means to believe,             

history of Methodism, and so much more! See Juli to sign up!! 

First Quarter Hybrid Training Classes (in-person or via Zoom) 

Peaks View Region:  Living Our United Methodist Beliefs, Rev. Bart Fletcher 
Peakland UMC   4434 Boonsboro Rd, Lynchburg  24503 
Tuesday evenings 6:30-8:30 pm  January 9 –February 6 

Ridge View Region:  Living Our United Methodist Beliefs, Rev. Will Waller 
Rocky Mount UMC   35 N. Main St. 24151 

Wednesday evenings 5:00-7:00 January 3-31 

River View Region:  Leading Missional Small Groups, Rev. Tim Barth 
St. Luke’s UMC   3090 N. Main St. 24540 

Monday evenings 7:00-9:00 pm January 8-29 

Second Quarter In-Person Workshop 

Saturday, April 13 at Bethlehem UMC in Moneta  9:00-5:00 

Basic Course: Rev. Amy Beth Coleman 

Pastoral Care Course:  Rev. Susan Hannah 

Leading Worship Course:  Rev. Leigh Ann Taylor 

Lay Servant Ministries Training 

We are planning training opportunities in the Mountain View 
District during the first three quarter of 2024. To register, 
email Chris Howell at:                           

mountainviewlayservants@gmail.com 



Thank you St. Luke’s. For the last 3 years you have heard me talk about mission em-
phasis, you have read what our spotlight and focus was on. You have given to over 
12 organizations that were in need.  

As James and I leave missions and focus on the Backpack Program I would ask you to 
consider sponsoring a child for the 21 weeks of spring semester. Or perhaps a love of-
fering that you are comfortable with. We will gladly accept your food donations as we 
showed previously, we go through a lot of items.  

This spring we are looking to feed the kids items such as:  
Individual Cereal Boxes     Nutri Grain Bars  
Oatmeal        Individual Vegetable Cups  
Individual Fruit Cups      Pudding Cups 
Individual bags of Cheez Its and Gold Fish  Cans of Soup (pop top please)  
Cans of Spaghetti O’s      Cans of Chef Boyardee  

We appreciate all the time given to this program. And look forward to what we can do 
this Spring. 
           Courtney Eggleston 

St. Luke’s is working the gates on the 22nd. Please sign up on the light-
house if you would like to work with us that night. A portion of all gate  

proceeds from that night will be given to our Backpack Ministry.  
 

 

 

Theology on Tap 

 

December 14 

6:00 pm  dinner  

6:30 pm  conversation 

2 Witches Winery & Brewing Co. 

209 Trade St. 
For the month of December, we will be 
taking up a love offering for our Pastor and 
Staff here at Saint Luke’s as an outward 
expression of our appreciation and thank-
fulness for their ministry. We invite you to 
join us in sharing your appreciation and af-
fection for their dedication to the work and 
ministries of Saint Luke’s through the col-
lection of a love offering. If you would like 
to give towards the love offering, you may 
write “Love Gift” in the memo line. Cash 
gifts should be placed in an envelope with 
the same indication. If you would like to 
give a love gift to a specific individual, you 
are more than welcome to send it to the 
individual directly or place it in their mail-
box in the administrative wing of the 
church. Thank you for your support and 
love for our staff! 
 
- The Staff Parish Relationship Committee  

Dates for 2023 Contributions 

December 28th and 29th  - Contributions 
may be delivered to the church office dur-
ing regular office hours of 9:00 am - 1:00 
pm.  

December 31st - Last post mark date for 
contributions mailed to church for Tax Year 
2023.  

Don’t forget you can always give on line. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES for 2024 are          
available in the Narthex on the                         

information table.  

As you plan ahead for the Christmas 
season, you will once again have the 
option of placing Christmas cards for 
your church family in the church’s 
mail center located in the office com-
plex or let the church send your best 
wishes for the Christmas season to 
your church family. Your Christmas 
wishes will be included in the bulletin 
the of week of December 17th. Please 
return your message and donation to 
the church office by December 11th.   


